On May 8, 2009, the National Science Foundation posted its American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Terms and Conditions (NSF Document # arra0509) – terms that will apply to any award made using funds from the ARRA.  The terms are available on the website at: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/arra/arratc_509.pdf?govDel=USNSF_109 .   Building on the standard NSF award conditions, grantees are required to meet the reporting requirements specified in ARRA.  As with other agencies, ARRA funds are to be separately tracked and the provisions flow down to sub-recipients.  NSF will rely on the implementation of www.FederalReporting.gov for the special reporting and reminds/requires all grantees and sub-recipients to maintain current registrations in the Central Contractor Registration.  
 
In a departure from ARRA requirements, NSF requires reports within ten calendar days after each calendar quarter.  COGR has asked OMB to use ten business days for reporting and will forward a similar request to NSF.  
 
MRI-R2 and ARI-R2
 
NSF released two Program Solicitations on March 11, 2009:  the Major Research Instrumentation: Recovery and Reinvestment Program (MRI-R2 – NSF-09-561) and the Academic Research Infrastructure Program: Recovery and Reinvestment (ARI-R2 – NSF-09-562).  Potential applicants should review the program solicitations carefully, special requirements and eligibility criteria apply to the MRI-R2 and the ARI-R2 solicitation has been revised from the 1996 version.
  
The most significant change in the MRI-R2 is the waiver of the America COMPETES Act’s 30%  cost-sharing requirements for those institutions of higher education that are not ranked among the top 100 of those receiving Federal research funding.  This waiver is in addition to the regular MRI waiver of cost-sharing for non-PhD-granting institutions and is applicable for the current MRI-R2 ONLY.  A presidential certification affirming that the proposal meets the waiver conditions (described in the solicitation) must be submitted at the time of application.  
 
COGR is pleased that NSF has extended this waiver for the MRI-R2 program.  In November 2007, COGR urged NSF to exercise its authority to reduce or waive cost-sharing for institutions not ranked among the top 100 in the regular MRI program.  At that time, NSF felt the extension of the waiver to a particular group or class of NSF applicants required a determination of eligibility at the time of application that, given the time constraints of a fast approaching program announcement, NSF could not exercise or process equitably.  In February 2009, COGR urged NSF and the National Science Board (NSB) to reconsider the additional waiver in COGR’s letter to the NSB as it prepared its report on cost-sharing, Investing in the Future: NSF Cost Sharing Policies for a Robust Federal Research Enterprise.  In February, COGR highlighted the challenges faced by institutions in the deteriorating economic climate.  
 
An additional waiver condition is described in the America COMPETES Act – cost-sharing can be reduced or waived for all higher education institutions, including the top 100 institutions, if they participate in a  consortia of that includes at least one non-PhD-granting institution.  COGR will seek clarification on the applicability of this waiver in the MRI-R2 program.  
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