The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) are working to address short-term capacity problems using Grants.gov.  In a notice posted today (March 30) to HHS’s Recovery Act website, HHS, as the program management office (PMO) for Grants.gov announces that “HHS is acting quickly to accommodate the unprecedented demand…. We have identified a path forward to correct the problems of Grants.gov and have begun to implement it. The Office of Management and Budget and HHS are working to ensure that the necessary funds are in place to increase storage and processing capacity and purchase new hardware and software to support Grants.gov. These improvements will be made rapidly and will help ensure Grants.gov runs in a smooth and efficient manner.” The complete announcement is available on the website (link below).
 
COGR staff and member representatives along with colleagues from the Association of American Universities (AAU) met with HHS last week to discuss the short-term and long-term problems with Grants.gov.  We were encouraged in that discussion and by this announcement that HHS and OMB will be working in the short-term to enhance the capacity of Grants.gov to facilitate the application process.  Our discussion focused on long-term improvements as well.  HHS is committed to designing and implementing what one participant called the next generation of Grants.gov.  We pledged the research community’s cooperation.  We will continue to press for improvements and will keep the membership informed. 
 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/grantscontracts/background.html 
(located under the “Grants & Contract” tab as “Background”)
