From: COGR [mailto:cogr@usc.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2009 1:23 PM
To: cogr-list@usc.edu
Subject: COGR: Recovery Act Grant T&C; NIH Stem Cell Guidance; OSTP Scientific Integrity

Recovery Act Standard Grant Terms
 
On April 23, 2009, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued government-wide guidance and standard award terms and conditions for financial assistance agreements (grants, cooperative agreements and loans) funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA, Recovery Act).    The interim final guidance appeared in the Federal Register (74FR18449) and is effective immediately.  Before finalizing the guidance, OMB is accepting comments until June 22, 2009.  
 
The principal purpose of the guidance is to establish standards for implementing three sections of the Recovery Act, Sections 1512 (quarterly reporting), Section 1605 (Buy American provisions for public works projects) and Section 1606 (setting wage rates under Davis-Bacon).   These provisions will be incorporated into 2 CFR as Part 176.  In addition, the guidance describes how Recovery Act funds should be identified and reported as a part of audit records and reports under OMB Circular A-133.  
 
Research organizations will want to review the reporting requirements to ensure that they are collecting the necessary information within the organization and from their first-tier subrecipients (2 CFR Part 176, Subpart A).  The prime and subrecipients must maintain Central Contractor Registration through the award period.  The Buy American provisions apply to projects for construction, alteration, maintenance and repair of a public building or public work.  These provisions may or may not apply to state-assisted colleges and universities and institutions should refer to the Appendix to this Subpart B of Part 176 to determine applicability and consult with appropriate institutional officials.  The wage rate requirements (2 CFR Part 176, Subpart C) set wage standards for laborers and mechanics employed by the prime and subrecipients as required under the Davis-Bacon Act provisions.   Subpart D outlines the Single Audit tracking and documentation requirements and provides specific terms to include in subrecipient agreements for monitoring and tracking ARRA funds. 
 
The information in these standard award terms echoes the guidance provided by OMB to the agencies on April 3, 2009 as the Updated Implementation Guidance for the ARRA and incorporates the standard reporting data elements proposed by OMB in an Information Collection Notice that appeared in the  April 1, 2009 Federal Register.  COGR commented on the Updated Implementation Guidance and will offer comment on the standard data elements (due May  1, 2009) and the March 31, 2009 Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) interim rule addressing the same requirements from the contracting perspective (due June 1, 2009).     All the comment letters are/will be available on COGR’s website (www.cogr.edu).   We welcome your comments and suggestions on the documents with open comment periods (to cblum@cogr.edu concerning the standard grant terms; to rhardy@cogr.edu  for the FAR rule). 

 
NIH Stem Cell Research Guidelines 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) issued draft Guidelines for Human Stem Cell Research in the April 23, 2009 Federal Register (74FR18578) and seeks comment by May 26, 2009.  On March 9, 2009, President Obama signed Executive Order (EO) 13505, Removing the Barriers to Responsible Scientific Research Involving Human Stem Cells.   In the EO, the President directed the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) through NIH to issue new guidance for stem cell research within 120 days of the order.   

The draft Guidelines permit the use of NIH funds for research that uses human embryonic stems cells if the cells are derived from embryos created for reproductive purposes, are no longer needed for this purpose, and are donated for research purposes under a set of documented conditions including written informed consent.  COGR’s comment will focus, in part, on 1) whether the current NIH Human Embryonic Stem Cell Registry will continue to provide information concerning cells that meet the guidelines or whether the required documentation will be the principal compliance mechanism; 2) whether the new guidelines will automatically remove any restrictions on existing grants and, if not automatic, how NIH will remove such restriction (e.g., an award amendment); and, 3) the relationship between this policy on the use of stem cells and the Dickey-Wicker Amendment of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2009, Pub. L. 110-161. 

COGR welcomes your comments and suggests to cblum@cogr.edu.  
 

OSTP Scientific Integrity Recommendations 

On March 9, 2009, President Barack Obama issued a Memorandum on Scientific Integrity.  The President directed John P Holdren, Assistant to the President for Science and Technology and Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) to ensure the highest level of integrity in all aspects of the executive branch’s involvement with scientific and technological issues.   In meeting this responsibility, the President asks the Director to develop recommendations for a strategy for ensuring that the selection of scientists and technology professionals for science and technology positions in the executive branch is based on those individuals’ scientific and technological knowledge, credentials, and experience.  In addition to getting the best people for the jobs, agencies must use peer-reviewed science and technology as the basis for policies.  Finally, agencies must have appropriate rules and procedures to ensure the integrity of the scientific process within the agency, including whistleblower protection.  

In developing the recommendations for the President, the Director has requested public comment in each of the areas highlighted in the President’s memo.  Comments are required no later than May 13, 2009.  In making comment, OSTP seeks recommendations, specific implementation strategies and/or data that address the effectiveness of various strategies to promote scientific integrity.  OSTP urges correspondents to be succinct as possible (1000 words or less).  COGR welcomes your very brief comments and suggestions (cblum@cogr.edu). 
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